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Dear Parents and Interested Participants,




April, 2009

Hello! Welcome to Absolute Cheer! Snohomish County and Skagit County’s Premier All Star Cheerleaders. This letter is just to give you a small idea of the requirements, financial obligations, and involvement needed to be a member of the Absolute Cheer All Stars 2009-2010 Competition Team. 

 This information should allow you to make a more educated decision concerning the commitment required to be part of a performing and competition team. Use it to help you decided whether or not to pursue the endeavor of being part of the Absolute Cheer Competitive program. We want to assure you in regards to the time commitment that though there is a commitment involved, as there is with any athletic activity, what you will read on paper or told in a meeting is often more “daunting” than what is the actual case. Please do not hesitate to contact the Absolute Cheer Director, Steve Savoy, for more detailed information.   

We do feel it is necessary to be athletic, active, involved members of the competition cheer community on a local, regional and nation level. We also feel we need to be involved members of the community, while also remembering that the overall cheer experience revolves around other things.  We do everything possible to balance and help our team members balance their time in an effort to experience as much as they can.

Being an Absolute Cheer All Star competitive team member involves more than just making the squad and training for performances, exhibitions and competitions. ACA competitive team members are expected to be at all required practices, fund-raising events, performances, exhibitions and competitions, community events, team activities and any other scheduled team event. This involves prioritizing involvement in other activities in order to ensure 100% commitment to the ACA Competition Team, and all other endeavors the member chooses to participate in and encouraged to take part in, in addition to the Absolute Cheer All Stars Competition Team. 

Absolute Cheer All Star Competition Team members are part of a performing and competing team and ALL MEMBERS NEED TO BE PRESENT for the group to work smoothly and effectively.  When scheduling appointments or out of town trips, not only team members, but PARENTS must also be aware of the event and competition schedules so team members do not miss activities.  It is important should conflicts arise during the year, that communication between the Cheer Director, and team members’ parent/guardian remain open and, whenever possible, excused absences arranged in advance of the conflicting times and or dates.

To be eligible to try out, you MUST

      1    Turn in all permission slips and application  

      2    Pay all registration/tryout fees.

      3    Complete the Medical release form.

      4    Wear proper attire for tryouts, fill out application, have the right attitude and be on         

             time.

FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS – 

The following are financial obligations of the ACA Competition Team Members. The dollar amount is purely an approximation. Ultimately the financial responsibility for the Monthly Tuition, Uniform, Travel and other items associated with the teams and the subsequent season rest solely on the member and his or her parents. We do encourage each member to be very active with fundraising to help offset these expenses.   These commitments include but are certainly not limited to:

1. Uniform – Items to purchase for uniform and class wear:

Uniform Jacket with name, Skirt, Shell, Body-liner, Competition Shoes, Socks (2 pairs), briefs, Hair scrunchie, Hair bow (2) Warm-up Jacket, Warm-up Pants, Practice Uniform, Team T-shirts, Team shorts, Team Sweatshirt, briefs, bag, “practice/wear around” shoes and camp uniforms. This is all the necessary uniform items and required spirit/camp wear. The total cost for these items is approximately $625.00.    Youth Teams uniform $325.00

Uniforms are property of Absolute Cheer until paid in full. If team member quits the team prior to the payoff of the uniform, all uniform pieces become the property of Absolute Cheer.

 2. Annual membership Fees –   Each team member is required to pay the monthly tuition for classes and practices.  Sibling discounts are available-please speak with program director. A $10.00 late fee will be added to payments after the 5th of the month and will be rolled over until each month with late payments until paid. A $50.00 fee will be assessed to any returned check.

Please Contact Steve Savoy for further arrangements  629-9775     360-631-6350

3. Summer Camp – 

h.
Summer Camp is Mandatory for the Junior and above teams. We will attend  a resident camp at beautiful Camp Casey on Whidbey Island .

.  Pee Wee’s/Mini team members will have an optional camp experience to be determined by team and parents.

4. Competition/Travel Fees – 
i.
Competition Fee’s vary by competition from $25-$75 per competition.  Payment schedules to follow.  There are approximately 10-12  local competitions we attend for elite and 4-6 for youth.

j.
We take pride in the fact we travel out of state for at least one or two competitions each year. These fees are collected ahead of time and are not finalized as of this printing. Pee Wee/Mini, REC  teams may or may not travel to these events.

k.
Money will be collected monthly and is Non-Refundable. Payment schedule to follow

5. Absolute Booster Club

l.
Each family is required to join the Absolute Cheer Booster Club –ACBC- as a member at large
m.
Booster Club Membership cost is $50 a year due by May 1, 2009.   This membership fee ensures your rights to any funds your athlete earns at activities.
n.
Each family may participate to the degree they wish. – Most fund raising is run by the booster club
o.
We help host the Annual All American Cheer Classic in November.
p.
If a member quits any and all fundraising, monies will be first available to Absolute Cheer.  If member is in good standing with Absolute Cheer the funds will go to general fund.

ABSOLUTE CHEER BOOSTER CLUB is in place for fund-raising.

 ABSOLUTE CHEER is separate business, any and all decisions concerning the running of ABSOLUTE CHEER which include, but not subject to, practices, teams, coaches, travel, performances, uniforms, payment schedule, etc. will be made by ABSOLUTE CHEER.

The Absolute Booster Club has done a wonderful job over the years,  and will continue with many traditions formed over the years. Several athletes earned all their fees and team costs  through fundraising alone.

Visit the web site often at www.eteamz.com/acbc/
By joining Absolute Cheer, you are entering into a year long contract with the team from MAY  2009 THRU APRIL 2010..  Members leaving mid year or mid season put undue stresses on the team members and coaches as all routines need to be rewritten to remove the missing member. Due to this commitment, team members who quit after uniforms have been ordered will be FULLY responsible for the uniform costs. They will forfeit this uniform as part of the compensation for leaving the team. Same rule applies if team member is dismissed for any reason.  Team members who leave will also be responsible for any costs related to collecting the above fees if a collection agency is necessary. Also see Termination fee under Time Commitments  below.

6. Miscellaneous –

q.
Spectator fees for family members at competitions

r.
Food and gas money for competitions – especially if you utilize a car pool

s.
Team Pictures

t.
Spirit Accessories

u.
Flowers

v.
End of Year banquet

Payment schedules to follow – NO REFUNDS WILL BE GRANTED.
Though ultimately the financial responsibility for the uniform, travel, competition, class tuition and all other items associated with the ACA Competition Teams and it’s season RESTS SOLELY ON THE MEMBER ANDS HIS/HER PARENTS, the ACA Competition Team Members are encouraged to be VERY ACTIVE in fundraising efforts that can hopefully assist the members in paying for camp, travel, competition fees, and other miscellaneous expenses.  Families will receive a payment schedule for travel and competition fees, once paid to Absolute Cheer these funds are NON-REFUNDABLE.

TIME COMMITMENTS:
Time commitments of the ACA Competition Team are similar to any activity that a child participates in an All Star or “Select“: team level.  Just like any competing and performing team it is necessary for conditioning, strengthening, skill training, and general practices to regularly occur to ensure and create the safest and most conductive atmosphere necessary in reaching the program and team members goal.  Below is a general idea of the time commitment and requirements in being on the ACA Competition Team.

1. Practices – 

a.
2-4 DAYS PER WEEK (depending on team placement)

b.
Extra practices may be scheduled in advance near competition if necessary.

2. Competitions – 

c.
10-12 local/regional competitions – Day travel required

d.
1-2 competitions requiring overnight stay

e.
New as of the 2009-2010 year will be our Elite Senior Team who will travel out of state more and will participate in more heavily in competitions. This team is Invitation Only by the coaches. If you are interested in being invited, please contact the coaching staff. Appointment to this team will be an honor which can be rescinded by the coaches if the member is not meeting standards set for this team.

There are times where an athlete may need to miss school to attend away events like Nationals. There will be times when we travel as a team unit by bus or other mode of transportation. These decisions will be made on an event by event basis. All athletes are responsible for attending all practices and competitions.  When one athlete is not present, the whole team suffers.  Please make every attempt to attend all practices and scheduled events.

3. Events

f.
Camp – Camp is mandatory. The dates are set and potential members are asked to plan around the determined dates.  If you believe there are extenuating circumstances that would not allow you to attend camp, but would like to be considered for one of the ACA Competition teams, please contact the director to discuss your situation. 

g.
Fund Raising – We try to do a lot of fund raising to help defray program costs.  The more team involvement we have in each fund raiser, the more successful we can be.

h.
Community Events – These include but are not limited to parades, store openings, assemblies and more. For the 2009-2010 Parade Season, THESE ARE TENATIVE.

I.
Strawberry Festival Parade – 

II Burlington Berry Dairy Days Parade –   
III Lake Stevens Aqua fest 
IV Stanwood Camano Parade 
4. Other Team Bonding activities – Periodically throughout the year we host swimming parties, BBQ’s, overnight camp outs or inn’s for team bonding. Team members will be expected to attend and participate in these activities.

5. Requirements

I.
Try-Outs – We, at Absolute Cheer, feel there is a position for each individual willing to make the above commitments. We are a no cut program. We host try-outs each May to place individuals on the appropriate team for them. This will ensure the athlete be with others of his/her ability, strength and age.   Absolute will bond as one big team from

      May thru August to promote Parades, performances, etc. During this time we continue to asses the athlete’s attitude, work out ethic, attendance, 

j.
Codes of Conduct – Parents and athletes will abide by the Absolute Cheer Cod of Conducts. Failure to abide by these codes of conduct may result in non-participation in the next scheduled event and or termination from the team.
k.
Academics – Academics are a very important to Absolute Cheer.  Though we cannot require a certain GPA for team members to participate as a non-school affiliated team, we do ABSOLUTLY encourage and promote healthy attitudes and work ethics towards school and academics…current and future.  Absolute All Stars Director and coaches are willing to actively get involved in helping members build on their academic strengths and strengthen their academic weakness with mandatory study halls during travel.  Coaches’ assistance where possible with tutoring, high grades and potential strive for scholarships, academic recognition and more in an effort to be well-rounded successful cheerleaders AND individuals.

 
Booster Club Meetings – Parents are encouraged to attend all booster club meetings to keep abreast of the most current fundraising activities.

m.
Termination Fee – Any team member who quits the team before September 2009 will be assessed a termination fee equal to 1 ½ months tuition to cover all costs associated with the team members parting. Any team member quitting the team after September will be responsible for the entire yearly contract. This fee will be charged if a team member quits for any reason other than family relocation, death, or emergency. This fee, if not paid, will be submitted to a collection agency for full reimbursement. 

If you have any questions on the general team information above, please feel free to contact the ACAS Director for more information and clarification.

Thank you very much for your interest in Absolute Cheer All Stars.  We look forward to having you as part of the Absolute Cheer Family.

Steve Savoy  629-9775     360-631-6350


